Minutes of the Third SOCRATES Project “OnLineMath&Science” Meeting

Université de Provence, Marseille, 19 ÷ 20 May, 2006
Attendees:

For P1 Slavka Tzanova, TUS

Rossen Radonov, TUS

For P2 Atika Cohen, ULB

For P3 Monique Vindevoghel, USTL

Jean-Marie Blondeau, USTL
For P4 Eric Olivier, UP
Christian Blavillain

For P5 Catalina Martínez-Mediano, UNED

For P6 Dimtar Kolev, UCTM
Aneta Georgieva, UCTM
Friday, 19th May
Before the start of the meeting Mr. Olivier, Mrs. Vindevoghel and Mrs. Tzanova had an appointment with the vice president of the University of Provence to discuss the decision of the UP president for withdrawal of the UP from the project. The vice president of UP explained that according to the internal decision for the resources management, the university can not provide human resources for further development of the code of ForEva. They could participate only with the guidance of the pedagogical use of the system and with development of new pedagogical tests. The final decision of the president of UP is expected the next week.
In the morning: Project Steering Committee meeting
Mrs. Tzanova made an overview of the planned activities till the end of June and the expected results  and the results obtained by 19th of May. The partners provided their results.
From the training meeting in Lille very few has been done by all partners except the TUS. The content of the courses should be developed in eLearning form with Scenari by the end of the preliminary reporting period, 30th June 2006. 

TUS developed the content of the course in Chemistry and implemented in the multimedia form with Scenari. One module of the course in Physics in Bulgarian is also ready as content and in electronic version. The complex tests in chemistry to be implemented with For Eva system are ready. The syllabi in physics and mathematics are ready.
Mrs. Vindevoghel made a remark to quote all authors which texts and pictures are used in the courses when some materials are taken from Universté en Ligne or from other source, and to protect the system by password. 
The student area will also be protected but the students’ administration will be done by each partner institution.
The problem with the bugs with some Cyrillic texts can be solved by manual replacement of texts in the html files or finding the function that generates the messages and changing the code. 

For dissemination purposes Mrs. Tzanova prepared, submitted and will present on ICICTE 2006 a paper on the project development.
There was a discussion on the functions to be implemented in the Communication area of the environment. The decision was to have a Calendar, Forum, Chat, Desktop sharing. The main parts of the learning environment are: the Self-learning area with the courses with simulation, animations, etc, developed with Scenari, the Competences training and evaluation area (ForEva system), the Library and the Communication area. 

ULB. From the comments of Mr. Mélard on the “Tasks of each partner” one has the impression that UCTM have to do all tasks of ULB and to develop contents for the needs of ULB. E.g. ULB requires the content in mathematics and chemistry from UCTM, simulations and video from USTL, and with regard to the results of ULB the comment is “No material yet”, or “No progress here”.
Mrs. Cohen clarified that ULB coordinated their activities with those of UCTM for their needs of the mathematics preparatory course. UCTM developed the content and ULB will make the electronic version. ULB developed tests in mathematics for ForEva.

UCTM developed  the contents of the preparatory course in mathematics, content of the course in chemistry and in informatics, tests in mathematics, informatics and chemistry for ForEva. But nothing has been done in Scenari yet.
Mrs. Martínez-Mediano presented the evaluation plan and the design of the experimental research. 

The scenario is to have two groups of minimum 30 students, control and experimental group, working on the same content, the one with traditional methods and the other in the On-line Math&Sciences environment. Both groups should made a knowledge pre-test and a pre-test on their attitudes to learn by computer. After the end of the course (minimum one month) the students are given the knowledge post-test and the test “Evaluation of the instructional design and their surrounding”. The partners that can not implement this scenario, can work with the same group half of the time with the traditional methods, test the students and continue with the eLearning content. There are other possibilities if the classical experiment can not be realised. The detailed plan is in the document Evaluation plan.
Mrs. Tzanova made a summary of tasks that each partner should do by the end of June 2006. The results and the reports of each partner should be presented within the progress report.

All partners are expected to provide their needs analyses with the number of students (the maximum possible) who will use the courses and the tests and the number of students for the pilot test.

TUS will prepare the Bulgarian version of the chemistry course, will develop with Scenari the courses in Mathematics and Physics. The partners from USTL suggested to develop most of the modules in Physics because it corresponds to their needs also. TUS will develop and the Communication area of the learning environment. Tests in chemistry in ForEva.
ULB will put the content in mathematics developed by UCTM in Scenari, the material in Fourrier transform and the experiments in chemistry in video. Tests in mathematics in ForEva

USTL will develop with Scenari the courses in Physics: Electrostatics, Geometry Optics and Physical Optics. Tests on Electrostatics and Geometry Optics with ForEva 

UP will develop tests in mathematics and mechanics for the whole semester courses and make their cards in ForEva.

UCTM will develop with Scenari the courses in informatics and chemistry. Tests in chemistry and informatics in ForEva.
In the afternoon: Training seminar for course developers on the use of the student evaluation system 
Before starting the training Mrs. Tzanova asked Mr. Olivier to change the Agreement of UP as their president requires, i.e. to remove the tasks for software development and correspondingly to cut off the budget. 

During the time of the preparation of new agreement Mrs. Martínez-Mediano presented in details the experimental design for the pilot experiment.

Finally, the agreement changes that Mr. Olivier presented were only minor changes in the software development tasks and nothing in the budget. On Wednesday, 24th May we expect the final result of UP participation or withdrawal.

Mrs. Tzanova stressed that ForEva should be installed on the server in Sofia to be a part of the  On-LineMath&Science environment. Mr. Olivier agreed.

Mr. Olivier started the training on ForEva by presentation of the folder structure and management of files (cards) within the folder structure.
Saturday, 20th May

Training seminar for course developers on the use of the student evaluation system ForEva 

The partners were trained by Mr. Eric Olivier in creating cards with the test in the ForEva author environment.
Mrs. Tzanova will send to all partners the forms for the progress report and each partner will write his results and the expenditures corresponding to those results. For the expenditure the financial rules defined in the “Administrative and Financial Handbook” should be respected and copies of all invoices and reporting documents should be provided. For having the second advance we should have spent 70% of the first advance.

The next meeting for the analysis of the pilot test and preparation of the field trial was planned for January in Madrid. The partners will be in contact with Mrs. Martínez-Mediano for the specific cases of the pedagogical experiment. 
